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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 970 NA 682 154
1940 1,143 NA 712 78
1945 810 NA 3,056 46
1950 609 332 941 74
1954 3,265 1,490 2,525 134
1959 1,886 767 1,447 205
1964 2,023 838 899 ----
1969 1,875 360 830 196
1974 900 (D) 143 ----
1978 605 (D) 286 (D)
1982 656 (D) (D) ----
1987 805 (D) 507 (D)
1992 272 ---- (D) (D)
1997 150 (D) (D) (D)

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 39 55 66

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold (D) (D) 2,147
Grains ---- 35 (D)
Tobacco ---- ---- (D)
Field seeds, hay, forage, 
  and silage ---- (D) (D)
Other field crops (D) (D) 7
Vegetables, sweet corn   
  and melons 68 100 175
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) (D) (D)
Nursery and greenhouse 
  products 2,099 2,055 1,887
Forest Products Sold ---- ---- ----

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold (D) (D) 611

Poultry and products ---- ---- ----
Dairy products ---- (D) (D)
Cattle and calves (D) (D) 40
Hogs and pigs ---- (D) (D)
Sheep, lambs and wool ---- ---- ----
Other livestock and          
 products ---- ---- ----

Total income from sales: (D) (D) 2,758

Custom work and other      
 agricultural services: (D) 6 16

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero. 

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1969 23 31 25 16 1 ---- 1 97
1974 21 29 10 4 1 ---- ---- 65
1978 31 27 12 7 ---- ---- ---- 77
1982 28 34 9 4 ---- ---- ---- 75
1987 24 23 15 4 ---- ---- ---- 66
1992 12 27 14 2 ---- ---- ---- 55

1997 11 14 13 ---- 1 ---- ---- 39
1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 26 23 14
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47 40 32 25

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 ---- 2 ----
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 1 2 ----
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 8 3 4
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 15 4 4
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 19 13 9
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 23 31 22
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 59 62 (D)
NA  Not available.  ----  Represents zero.  (D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information
for individual farms. 
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YORK
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

York County lies on the lower peninsula of Virginia, between
the York and the James Rivers.  The county is one of the original
shires into which Virginia was divided in 1634, and is probably
named in honor of the Duke of York.  Very rich historically, the
county is home to Yorktown,  where Lord Cornwallis surrendered to
the American and French armies in 1781.

In 1997, York land in farms totaled 1,976  acres, 3 percent
of the county’s 67,593 acre area.   According to the 1997 Census of
Agriculture, there were 39 farms in the county, each  averaging 51
acres in size and worth an average of $577,243, including land and
buildings.

The topography of the county is generally level, with
elevations ranging from sea level to slightly more than 100 feet.
Temperatures average a moderate 40 degrees in January and 77 in
July.  The frost-free growing season is roughly 203 days, usually
extending from April 11 to October 30.  Annual precipitation
averages 47 inches.

York’s  agriculture industry has been greatly affected by the
rapid increase in population in the Hampton Roads area.  In recent
years crop acreage has decreased significantly, and forest products
have become the leading source of farm income.  In addition, there
are numerous military installations in the county that provide
employment for a large number of people.  Commercial fishing,
manufacturing, trade, and construction provide additional sources of
jobs and revenue, and many York residents are employed in military
and commercial establishments in neighboring counties. 

The estimated county population in 1990 was 42,422,
excluding 11,005 in Poquoson.  The total gross personal income that
year was $877.8 million, or an average of $20,687 per capita.  

Yorktown is the county seat.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 649 20,966 82 5,841 2,596 1,075 631 NA 9,341
1940 421 24,783 60 6,275 965 1,334 NA NA NA
1945 478 17,319 151 6,011 1,306 613 521 648 7,079
1950 291 12,739 266 4,262 680 913 152 363 5,591
1954 451 24,297 548 7,517 1,450 2,849 1,036 992 8,492
1959 202 15,185 963 5,059 1,038 1,692 949 822 4,399
1964 130 9,830 941 3,923 914 1,396 373 NA NA
1969 97 10,642 1,066 3,053 429 2,640 1,479 423 1,295
1974 2/ 65 3,238 2,217 1,444 38 623 102 NA NA
1978 77 4,296 2,756 1,799 (D) (D) (D) 64 1,046
1982 75 3,240 3,312 1,726 169 306 (D) (D) (D)
1987 66 3,374 6,100 1,342 (D) 335 (D) (D) (D)
1992 55 2,358 (D) 994 (D) (D) 97 (D) (D)
1997 39 1,976 (D) 373 140 245 (D) (D) 742
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  
(D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS

YEAR
APPLES PEACHES

No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total
No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total

1935 163 749 1,921 2,670 131 832 3,341 4,173
1940 82 192 1,329 1,521 53 307 1,722 2,029
1945 155 NA NA 1,974 135 NA NA 4,610
1950 73 600 834 1,434 52 363 983 1,346
1954* 57 443 1,708 2,151 48 2,245 12,253 14,498
1959* 19 40 519 559 20 711 11,360 12,071
1964* 12 40 357 397 10 1,100 11,773 12,873
1969* 1/ 1 NA (D) (D) 1 NA (D) (D)
1974* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978   2/ 2 NA NA NA 3 NA NA NA
1982 4 (D) (D) 89 6 (D) 2,330 (D)
1987 4 (D) (D) (D) 5 (D) (D) (D)
1992 5 (D) (D) 191 4 (D) (D) (D)
1997 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

*  Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines.  1/  Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
2/  Data for all farms.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 409 56,235 15 180 NA NA
1950 2/ 56 13,388 11 136 NA NA
1954 3/ 10 200,900 22 1,105 NA NA
1959 3/ ---- ---- 5 20 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 1 6 NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 5 3,975
1974 5/ 6/ ---- ---- NA NA 7 27,110
1978 5/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 3 (D)
1982 ---- ---- ---- ---- 4 1,290
1987 ---- ---- 1 (D) 1 (D)
1992 ---- ---- ---- ---- 1 (D)

1997 ---- ---- ---- ---- 3 70
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 3,259 20.4 66,550 55 18.8 1,033 1,308 NA NA
1940 2,700 275.7 744,483 43 15.1 650 NA NA NA
1945 2,140 19.6 42,015 147 12.9 1,898 NA NA 4,098
1950 1,383 35.5 49,095 129 14.3 1,847 887 14.6 12,926
1954 1,413 25.5 36,063 324 23.3 7,535 1,407 15.3 21,484
1959 2/ 755 47.2 35,639 195 24.8 4,839 1,306 21.9 28,657
1964 712 61.8 44,033 63 29.1 1,834 1,081 20.9 22,545
1969 517 71.1 36,777 188 56.6 10,649 628 22.1 13,871
1974 (D) (D) (D) 125 32.0 3,994 591 19.7 11,637
1978 71 81.4 5,780 (D) (D) (D) 725 17.4 12,588
1982 (D) (D) 4,850 (D) (D) (D) 601 (D) (D)
1987 74 (D) (D) NA NA NA 331 16.9 5,583
1992 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 302 21.7 6,557
1997 (D) (D) (D) NA NA 170 170 18.2 3,098

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 458 NA NA NA NA NA NA 761 78,884 147 14,916
1940 162 79 1,649 NA NA 4 200 345 37,630 78 8,927
1945 647 173 5,715 NA NA 25 444 214 17,439 107 15,558
1950 293 217 6,531 108 2,710 14 240 134 20,259 81 10,684
1954 447 470 16,518 132 4,810 27 535 134 17,141 128 19,286
1959 264 425 17,305 153 5,845 79 1,275 47 2,444 91 12,003
1964 338 39 1,900 26 910 22 450 25 1,124 56 6,615
1969 202 51 1,710 70 3,850 10 180 NA NA NA NA
1974 181 NA NA (D) (D) NA NA 8 808 22 3,325
1978 145 NA NA NA NA NA NA 6 580 20 3,267
1982 176 NA NA NA NA NA NA 7 643 14 3,785
1987 131 NA NA NA NA NA NA 4 405 13 1,750
1992 97 NA NA NA NA NA NA 2 465 13 1,362
1997 59 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 8 553

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 1,523 113 203 88 104 15 15
1940 1,025 24 50 475 546 46 48
1945 1,789 113 333 340 274 30 42
1950 666 100 326 354 544 14 20
1954 1,714 549 1,554 716 805 153 161
1959 1,331 283 609 683 979 222 310
1964 934 104 338 401 560 86 100
1969 779 101 239 143 293 42 105
1974 244 59 225 49 81 NA NA
1978 642 (D) (D) 231 319 NA NA
1982 400 NA NA 195 336 NA NA
1987 348 (D) (D) 140 262 NA NA
1992 124 NA NA 56 13 NA NA
1997 87 NA NA (D) (D) NA NA

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total
sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard
grass mixtures cut for hay.  3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.

YORK


